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JF:  Okay, we're starting Tape 29, Side A. 
 
DBU:  We've been here a while! 
 
JF:  We were just talking about Mo's self-confidence level. 
 
DBU:  I've read that book a few times, and I remember reading that in the first book, thinking, 
"Who are you trying to kid?!"  I never saw that.  Never, ever.  I mean, Morris, yes, he was big and 
he was gawky.  He got tall quick, Inez got tall quick.  And the rest of us are the same size.  Stewart 
and I used to play Morris and Inez in tennis in St. Johns.  And that was--I mean, they just charged 
the net, and you had these monsters in front of you, I remember that.  But Morris, when I knew 
him, never lacked self-confidence.  You know, he was tall and he was skinny.  Mom used to go to 
Phoenix--I think she used to go once a year--to buy clothes--just her, her and Dad.  She'd go when 
Dad held court.  And she'd say she wanted pants this waist and this length, and they'd say, "Lady, 
nobody is built like that!" and that was Morris!  That's what she needed for him.  If I ever knew 
anybody with self-confidence, it was him. 
 
JF:  Well, that's what I've heard from almost everyone:  you saying things like he ran for majority 
leader because he thought he could do a better job of it.  That was always my impression.  Well, I'm 
interested in your.... 
 
DBU:  You know, he was the student body president at St. Johns High School.  I mean, he was 
probably the class president....  None of those things was I ever--I didn't want to be.  But I never 
saw the fact that he was insecure, and I don't think Mom would have ever let him do that.  I mean, I 
don't think she would have--if he came in whining about himself, oh, he only had one eye, and this 
hurt--"Get the hell out of here and get doin' the work!"  I mean, you know.  That statement [i.e., 
about Morris' lack of confidence] I just don't believe is true.  I don't.   
 
JF:  And one final question:  What, in your opinion, were Mo's greatest strengths and greatest 
weaknesses? 
 
DBU:  Well, that's a good question.  I never thought it out.  Intelligence.  Integrity.  The ability to 
work.  The ability to get good people around him, it always seemed to me.  I'm sure he had some 
people that weren't that good that I didn't know, but he always surrounded himself with good 
people. 
 
 His biggest weakness?  My biggest complaint is how he treated his children.  That's part of 
what I said about Randy.  Like I said, I don't know the whole story, but anybody who has children, 
you owe them a duty to, one, support them--which he did, I'm not questioning that--and two, to be 
there to help and counsel, and that part he never did.  Like I told you, he didn't care what I think.  
But every time he and I ever had a serious conversation, I always said to him, "Morris, you have 
gotta quit letting the staff run your life.  And when you go to Denver, go see those kids."  And he 
wouldn't do it. 
 

 2



JF:  You mean when he went in the presidential campaign to Denver he didn't see them? 
 
DBU:  Right.  Or anytime.  He was there a lot of times, and they resented it, and should. 
 
JF:  Now, was that ever a function of difficulty with Pat? 
 
DBU:  I don't think so.  I think when the kids were younger, that may have been a function.  They 
were having disputes, and she'd throw him out of the house, or he'd leave the house for a while.  
But they had great times together, along with their bad times, and he was around for that.  But once 
they got started to be adults, it seemed to me, and still seems to me, that he divorced himself from 
his children--and he shouldn't.  I mean, I'm not saying I'm the world's greatest father, because I'm 
not, but I'm usually there.  Alice raises them, she does all that, but my girls I think would tell you I 
was always around and I'm here to do my thing.  And Morris wasn't.  Even if it had something to do 
with he and Pat, he should have told Pat, "Go to hell, I'm still gonna do it."  I think it's always 
bugged me.  And Stewart, God bless his soul, has been good with his kids.  He's around, even 
though he's not all there all the time (laughter) in his own manner.  I don't know, that's....  Morris 
has never been one--you know, when I look back at it anid think about it--he's never been 
somebody who makes a lot of close friends.  That wasn't his nature.  I mean, probably as close a 
friend as he had is probably Chuck Ares--I don't know that--and Tom.  But I mean for a long time, 
Tom would tell you the closest friend he had was Stewart, not Morris.  But Stewart's more a 
confiding sort and talking sort than Morris is. 
 
JF:  Well, I saw something that Mo had written.  It was a form or something he needed to write for, 
it might have been Time magazine, I'm not sure, but they asked on this form who his closest friends 
were, and he listed you and Stewart and Chuck and Tom, basically.  But my impression, even 
speaking to members of his staff, was that he kept his own counsel, I guess.  He really didn't have 
any close friends. 
 
DBU:  I don't think he did, Julie--I really don't.  And you're right, his closest friend was Stewart.  
They were soul mates in a lot of ways, and they, I think, did talk to each other.  My suspicion--
you'd have to ask Stewart--Morris did talk to him about ideas and running for this sort of thing and 
that.  But he even....  When I think about it, what I remember about him in high school and at the 
university, he never had a lot of close friends.  He knew a hell of a lot of people, but he never got 
real close and hugged a lot of them. 
 
JF:  Even that young? 
 
DBU:  Yes. 
 
JF:  How about with women in high school?  The only place that I guess my knowing Mo, which 
was obviously considerably less than you, he always seemed a little awkward with women. 
 
DBU:  Yes.  I think he was.  I really don't know about Morris and girlfriends in high school.  I'm 
sure he had some, like we all tried to.  I know he had some girlfriends in college.  0 uncomfortable 
around women.  Morris was.  Stewart isn't.  He's different than both of us when it comes to that.  
He's more attuned to what goes on in the world than we are, I guess.  But I don't think....  Morris 
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making a speech to a women's organization--piece of cake.  I mean, making a speech to anybody to 
him is a piece of cake.  He's very, very good at it, and he gets it down on their level, whatever it is.  
He's got that talent.  But I don't think he was ever real comfortable around women--I don't. 
 
JF:  Well, that's the last question I have.  Do you have anything to add, or have I worn you out? 
 
DBU:  No, I'm sure there's 500 more stories that you don't want to hear that I've got in here 
someplace, but I don't think of them until somebody says something.  Then I think, "Okay...." 
 
JF:  I'll get them another time. 
 
DBU:  All right! 
 
JF:  All right.  Thank you, Burr. 
 
DBU:  You betcha. 
 
[END OF INTERVIEW] 
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